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As colder weather settles in, it’s a good time to make sure your equipment,
livestock shelters, and water sources are ready for freezing temperatures. Take
some time to check on your supplies and review your plans for the new year. A
little prep now can make a big difference later—stay safe and stay warm! 

We are beginning the meeting season. In the newsletter there is information
about upcoming local and state programs that may benefit your operation.

As many of you all may know, Daniel Carpenter has accepted the Hardin
County Director position so he is no longer an Ag Agent but will still be
working in the office. We are starting the process to hire for that position. If you
have any questions, please reach out to me. 

From our office to you, we wish you a restful,
joyous holiday season.



The original 18-hour risk

management - financial, human

resource, legal, market, and

production. Topics or emphases

may vary as the content is

localized to meet the needs of

women farmers, ranchers and

growers across the country,

including rural and urban areas. 

We are planning to host this

program in Hardin County. If

you are interested, please call

the office at 270-765-4121 to be

placed on an interest list. 

TEXT UPDATES
If you want to receive texts about
upcoming programs text the words
“JOIN AG” to (270) 765-4121. You will
be notified of all ag programs by
text.

PROGRAM IDEA? 
Scan the QR code and fill out the short survey or
call us to request programs!
https://uky.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bekKcVO
57YFmZN4  



Upcoming HCCA
meetings for 2025

-February 24th @ 6pm-
-March 31st @ 6pm-

These will be held at the
Hardin County Extension

Office
 

Upcoming Hardin
County Programs... 



Carl Bradley 
University of Kentucky

Topic: Research update 
on Red Crown Rot of 

Soybean 

Wade Webster 
North Dakota State University

Topic: Fueling the Future: Driving 
Predictive Models for Tar Spot 

Kiersten Wise 
University of Kentucky

Topic: Stay one step ahead: 
Tracking corn diseases in 

Kentucky 

Alyssa Essman 
Ohio State University

Topic: Planting green and the influence 
of cover crop termination timing on 

weed management 

Raul Villanueva 
University of Kentucky

Topic: Management of 
slugs and snails through 

field efficacy tests in 
soybeans 

Travis Legleiter 
University of Kentucky

Topic: The fight against 
Italian Ryegrass in 

Kentucky: 
A persistent challenge 

Justin McMechan 
University of Nebraska–Lincoln 

Topic: Unraveling emerging 
insect issues in agriculture: 

Impacts, challenges, and 
management tactics 

Tickets on sale now - breakfast and lunch included 

Conference sign-in begins at 8 a.m. CST 

Scan QR Code or visit: https://kchc2025.eventbrite.com 
Credits: 

Tickets non-refundable after January 30, 2025 

CCA: 4.5 CEUs in IPM; 
KY Pesticide Applicator: 3 CEUs for Category 1A & 1 CEU for Category 10 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. CST, Feb. 6, 2025 - National Corvette Museum - Bowling Green, Ky. 

Upcoming
statewide events... 

https://kchc2025.eventbrite.com/
https://kchc2025.eventbrite.com/
https://kchc2025.eventbrite.com/
https://kchc2025.eventbrite.com/


Cattle Timely Tips

Dr. Les Anderson, Beef Extension Professor, University of Kentucky 

 Spring Calving Herd
Be sure that weaned heifer calves are on a feeding program that will enable them to reach about
65% of their mature weight before the start of the breeding season. Rations should be balanced to
achieve gains sufficient to get heifers from their current weight to that “target” weight. Heifers
should reach their target weight approximately 30 days before the start of the breeding season.
Body condition is important, plan an adequate winter program for cows to be at least body
condition score 5 (carrying enough flesh to cover the ribs) before the calving and breeding season.
This will help them to breed early in the spring. Thin cows should be fed to regain body condition
prior to winter. Don’t let cows lose weight/condition. Supplementation will most likely be needed.
Find low-cost supplemental feeds to meet the nutrient needs of cattle.
Divide the herd into groups for winter feeding:

weaned heifer calves
first-calf heifers, second-calvers and thin mature cows 
the remainder of the dry cows which are in good body condition
herd sires

Begin feeding the lowest quality forage to dry cows which are in good condition during early
winter and save the best hay for calving time or for weaned calves. 
Order and number ear tags for next year’s calf crop this winter. It is also a good time to catch up on
freeze branding and replacing lost ear tags. 

Fall Calving Herd
The fall breeding season has started. Breeding can best be accomplished on stockpiled fescue
pasture; otherwise, cows with calves should be fed 25-30 pounds of good quality hay or its
equivalent. Supplement with grain, if needed, and minimize hay waste. DON’T ALLOW THESE
COWS TO LOSE BODY CONDITION PRIOR TO OR DURING THE BREEDING SEASON. It is easy to
wait too long to start winter feeding. 
If you haven’t turned bulls out yet, have a Breeding Soundness Evaluation (BSE) performed on
them (even if you used them this spring). A BSE is a risk management tool as BSE’s accurately
identify infertile bulls.
Observe performance of bulls during breeding season. Watch cows for return to estrus, if you see
several in heat, try to determine the cause and consider changing bulls.

General
Complete soil testing pastures to check for fertility and pH. 
Consider putting down geotextile fabric and covering with gravel in feeding areas before you
begin hay feeding to minimize waste of expensive hay. Or, perhaps, construct concrete feeding
pads for winter feeding areas.
Another option to consider for winter feeding is bale grazing. Bale grazing helps spread nutrients
across the pasture and can have regenerative effects on your pastures.
Monitor body condition and increase feed, if needed, for all classes of cattle. It often gets cold in
December and the nutrients needs of cattle increase as temperatures fall below their comfort
level. Be especially mindful of cold, wet conditions and increase energy availability. Consult your
nutritionist to ensure that your rations are meeting the nutrient requirements during stressful
weather.



Farmers and other stakeholders have a new resource to help them make
fungicide input decisions in corn. The interactive Corn Fungicide ROI Calculator is
available through the Crop Protection Network website,
https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/fungicide-roi-calculator. This calculator uses
multiple years of University corn fungicide datasets from across 19 U.S. states and
Ontario Canada to help predict the probability of a positive return on investment
(ROI) for a range of fungicide products and economic scenarios in corn.

Dr. Kiersten Wise, Extension Plant Pathology, University of Kentucky 

A New Tool to Help with Corn Fungicide
Decisions in 2025

The tool can be customized to reflect the user’s expected yield, contracted or
expected corn pricing, and actual fungicide costs from retailers or industry
representatives. These customized numbers are used to calculate real estimates
of ROI and the breakeven probability of specific products and expected yields,
based on robust fungicide data sets. Results are based on a single fungicide
application that occurs at tasseling/silking (VT/R1). The calculator will be updated
annually with additional University data sets, improving its prediction accuracy
and relevance over a broad geography. For questions on the calculator, contact
Kiersten Wise, Extension Plant Pathologist at Kiersten.wise@uky.edu. 

Southern rust and tar
spot were prominent
diseases in many of the
trials included in the
data set, which also
increases the relevancy
to Kentucky farmers, as
these are diseases that
can be economically
important in Kentucky. 

The tool, built in collaboration with the Crop Protection Network and the
University of Wisconsin-Madison Data Science Institute, has over 1,100 data points
and multiple Kentucky trials incorporated into the data set used for analysis. 



The Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and
Environment is an Equal Opportunity Organization with

respect to education and employment and authorization
to provide research, education information and other

services only to individuals and institutions that function
without regard to economic or social status and will not

discriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnic origin,
national origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual

orientation, gender identity, gender expression,
pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age,

veteran status, physical or mental disability or reprisal or
retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Reasonable accommodation of disability may be
available with prior notice. Program information may be

made available in languages other than English. Inquiries
regarding compliance with Title VI and Title VII of the Civil

Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational
Amendments, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and

other related matter should be directed to Equal
Opportunity Office, Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture,
Food and Environment, University of Kentucky, Room S-

105, Agriculture Science Building, North Lexington,
Kentucky 40546, the UK Office of Equal Opportunity, 13

Main Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY
40506-0032 or US Department of Agriculture, Office of

the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410.

If you have any questions please contact me at 
270-765-4121 or ashley.norton@uky.edu.

Other Events
12/25-01/01 

Extension Office Closed for the
Holidays 

01/16-01/17
KY Cattlemen's Convention

Owensboro

02/04
Winter Wheat Meeting

Hopkinsville

02/12-02/15
National Farm Machinery Show

Louisville


